
BOARD OF SELECTMEN / SEWER COMMISSIONERS 

Wednesday, May 12, 2021 – 6:00 PM 

Combined Town Hall and Zoom 

 

PRESENT: Al Hanson, Chair; Neal Pilson, Selectman; Roger Manzolini, Selectmen; Danielle Fillio, 

Town Administrator; Ron Veillette, Con. Com.; Harley Keisch, Con. Com.; Eileen Martin; Martine 

Carroll; Ruth ??; Holly Stover; Dick Stover; Alison Cole; Susan Lockwood;  

Al opened the meeting at 6:00 PM. 

Approval of Minutes of the April 14, 2021 and April 28, 2021 meetings of the Board of 

Selectmen: Neal reviewed the minutes and was satisfied that the changes he requested were 

reflected in the current version. He moved that the minutes be approved as amended. The 

motion was seconded by Al and adopted by unanimous consent. 

Discussion of Mosquito Spraying – Whether to Opt Out: Al opened the discussion by reporting 

that he had been shown a photo of a dead crow in a local backyard and questioned whether it 

had died of West Nile disease, to which crows and jays are particularly susceptible. That 

thought gave him pause about the question of spraying or not and he was hoping for a 

discussion at this meeting that would lead to a decision by the Board at their May 28th meeting. 

He noted some read concerns about allowing spraying from residents. Roger added that he 

does not believe the spraying is effective in decreasing the mosquito population but is waiting 

to hear the consensus of the town’s residents before deciding whether to opt in or out of the 

process.  

A lengthy and well-informed discussion included information from the Mass. Audubon Society 

which suggested that the destruction of the larval stage by eliminating standing water 

wherever it exists would be the best way to reduce the population. Fogging (spraying), which 

has not been shown to be effective, affects all wildlife negatively and disrupts the food chain.  

The Environmental Protection Agency was quoted as having determined that the spray that is 

used contains a “forever” chemical (PFAS) a poison that gets into the ground and the ground 

water and stays there forever – it does not decompose and evaporate. The Mass. Beekeepers 

Assn. has extended the deadline for municipalities to opt out of spraying indicating their serious 

concerns about the safety of spraying. 

Neal clarified that opting out for the Town would mean that any property owner that wished to 

have the spraying done would have to pay for it. If the Town opts In, the homeowner would be 

able to request spraying on his property without charge.  



A report from the State was quoted as having determined that in those areas where 

encephalitis is a major threat, spraying his not been shown to be an effective deterrent. 

Additionally, Berkshire County’s risk from the two mosquito-borne diseases is extremely low. 

At this point, Neal asked for anyone with an opinion to have the Town opt In. There was no 

response. 

It was noted that Pittsfield has opted out, which was felt to be interesting. Neal suggested 

checking with other neighboring towns to see what they have decided and to ask the Richmond 

Board of Health to offer an opinion before the next meeting. 

The discussion then turned to alternative ways to reduce the mosquito population that 

included integrated pest management which would involve encouraging the presence of 

natural predators such as the Tree Swallow.  

Consensus from the discussion was that further information would be gathered, including the 

question of whether the Town could continue to opt in for testing if it chose to opt Out of 

spraying. 

Discussion of Memorial Day Festivities: Neal reported that he is looking into what level of 

participation the school children will be available for this year. In previous years the school 

band and the third-grade singers were active participants. A school child had always raised the 

flag and a member of the band would play Taps. Neal asked to defer the decision about the 

plans until we know more about what role the school will be able to play. 

Public Comment: Holly Stover read a prepared statement concerning issues raised at the May 

5th Road Advisory Committee meeting.  

Ron Veillette reported that the Con Com has met with the School students working on the 

turtle project and they will be bringing in a Zoom presentation to educate those children about 

turtles in general. The school project is about placing “Turtle Crossing” signs in town. 

Harley Keisch reported that he has received two out of three anticipated bids for the Beach 

Road Survey. He noted that both are similar, and both are under $10,000. Ron agreed that the 

proposals were both similar enough to choose one and move forward to protect that land 

under Article 91, using funds that the Con. Com. has for such purposes. The vote to approve use 

of those funds could be held at their June meeting. Board of Selectmen approval would then be 

obtained, and the project could move forward. 

Selectmen’s Matters: Roger raised the issue of the status of the proper recording of the 

ownership of the land under the Town Hall. Neal responded that he has met with the Town’s 

Attorney who researched the issue thoroughly and determined that the town owns the 

property under Town Hall. That finding is important so that the Town will be free to sell or 

dispose of the current Town Hall building if the construction of the new building is approved. 



Roger asked that formalizing that ownership be completed soon. Neal and Danielle will advise 

the attorney to move forward if she has not already done so. 

Roger’s next concern was with the repair of the road behind the Richmond Congregational 

Church. He felt that the thirty or more years in which that road has been open to public use has 

rendered it a town road. He asked that Peter Beckwith, the Highway Superintendent, prepare 

an estimate of the cost and a plan of approach to repairing and maintaining that road. Neal will 

ask Peter to attend the next meeting to discuss that issue. He felt hopeful that the work might 

be able to be completed by next winter if not sooner. 

Roger raised the issue of concerns he heard at the Baby Town Meeting about the quality of the 

audio and the length of time people would be allowed to speak and make their point. Danielle 

responded that the quality of the audio would be as good as last year as the same company has 

been hired to provide that service. A discussion of how much time for each speaker resulted in 

the decision to have the Moderator handle that at his discretion. 

Danielle advised the Board that she has obtained a quote of $500. for a new audio system and 

asked their permission to purchase. Roger was concerned that the Town have someone able to 

operate the system and Danielle assured him that it is user-friendly and simple to operate. The 

Board members agreed that Danielle be authorized to make the purchase. 

Town Administrator Updates: Danielle advised the Board that she has received a request to 

reopen the exercise classes at Town Hall. The Board was in favor of having that happen. 

Bid opening for the Dublin Road Culvert Project will be held at 2:00 PM on the 26th. Danielle has 

obtained an extension to December of 2022 of the grant that will fund the project so there will 

be sufficient time for completion. 

There being no further business before the Board, Al moved that the meeting be adjourned. 

The motion was seconded by Neal and passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Signed: 

 

 

___________________________ 

Alan Hanson, Chair 

  

 


